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ArchiLab 2004
Since it was created in 1999, ArchiLab has established a solid name as an international forum for debate and discussion, and meetings. As such, it has undoubtedly revitalized the critical discourse about architecture in France. This conference-cum-exhibition, which is closely connected to the FRAC Centre architecture collections, is the rendez-vous for forward-looking architecture at an international level. 

ArchiLab champions a pluralist approach, is open to all manner of innovative tendency, and acts as a venue for discovering architecture in its most creative dimension. ArchiLab's aim is to offer a platform for encounters between French and foreign architects, and between architects and developers. 

With experimentation as its sole focus. ArchiLab has also at times acted as a springboard, at others merely a place of conviviality and exchanges, intersections and hybridizations. Some architects, either exhibited at the conference for the first time or then little known in France, have since found their footing: this is the case with Shigeru Ban, architect of the future Pompidou Centre to be built in Metz, and Lars Spuybroek (NOX), designer of the maison-folie in Lille, or R&Sie in France and Asia, for example. 

"Non-standard Architectures", curated by Frederic Migayrou at Beaubourg, have also seen the light of day : one such is the Hydrapier multimedia centre (Haarlemmemeer,Netherlands) built by Asymptote, another, the entrances to metro stations (Japan) produced by digitally controlled machines by Makoto Sei Watanabe.

After four conferences devoted to championing a new generation of architects, and one devoted to the FRAC Centre collections, ArchiLab 2004 is ushering in the change from an annual conference to one held every two years.

A different curator will be invited for each event, thus introducing a new eye each year. This year, the expertise and culture of Bart Lootsma can be in no doubt, and the same goes for his exhibition plan which will certainly stand apart from the previous ArchiLab meetings. By inviting a critical re-reading of modernism, this plan will lie at the crossroads of practices that are at once architectural, artistic, and urban.
Marie-Ange Brayer

Artistic manager of ArchiLab

ArchiLab 2004 has been introduced, and is produced, by the City of Orléans, in partnership with the Centre Regional Council, and backing of the Ministry of Culture and Communication (Heritage and Architecture Office, Centre Regional Current Affairs Office), in collaboration with the FRAC Centre (Centre Regional Contemporary Art Fund).

THE EXHIBITION

16 October – 30 December 2004

Site des Subsistances militaires, Orléans
Curator : Bart Lootsma – Artistic Manager : Marie-Ange Brayer

31 teams of architects : the selection of projects made by Bart Lootsma will challenge the urban dimension in the approaches and methods adopted by some 30 young architects. 

The show will be divided into different sections: 

- city-planning 

- urban development projects, installations and research in maquette form

- installations

- photographies

- activities in the city itself

THE NAKED CITY 

Globalization and immense developments in technology have changed the world over the last fifteen years or so more drastically than ever before. Architecture has responded to these changes most optimistically. The first ArchiLab presentations were the stage for a generation of architects that grew op with these developments. They embraced the latest in computer software to produce daring new forms and developed new architectural discourses and methods that would allow working in a global context. The work they produced fitted perfectly in the tradition of experimental architecture of the nineteen sixties, which is so well represented in the extraordinary collection of the FRAC Centre. 

ArchiLab 2004 wants to open up a next phase in this development. Today, we become aware that the technological and socio-geographical revolution of the nineteen nineties also produces a series of emerging effects and new possibilities that need to be addressed. 

An important aspect in architecture is an interest in the reality of the new urban conditions. Research and a critical interpretation of reality are often presented as cultural statements in itself. But one can also see this research as a return to the "other" origins of modernism, in which architects like Le Corbusier, Hilberseimer and Van Eesteren tried to come to a deeper understanding of the existing city of their time.

At the same time, we see that architects start to develop and write their own software. Very often, we see that this software focuses more on the organizational aspects of architecture and urbanism than on the formal aspects and aspects of manufacturing. 

ArchiLab 2004 will again attach to certain tendencies as they can be found in the collection of the FRAC Centre. But more than before it looks for the continuation of a tradition that was started by Situationists like Guy Debord and Constant Nieuwenhuys, artists like Gordon Matta Clark and investigators and thinkers of the large scale like Rem Koolhaas. 

The subtitle of ArchiLab 2004, "From Naked City to Smart Mobs", refers to both the seminal work of Debord and Asger Jorn and to the contemporary realization of Situationism in the phenomenon of "Smart Mobs", as Howard Rheingold calls them: new, informal organizations produced by the rise of wireless computer networks.

ArchiLab 2004 will bring back the reality of the city in its most bare and sometimes even barren form. It will also introduce Orléans – with its various problems and potentials in many ways prototypical for the contemporary European city – as a part of this reality. 

This will be realized in the forms of walks through and projects for Orléans. But it will also present some installations, in which the power and poetry of cutting edge contemporary architecture and urbanism cannot only be seen, but also be experienced one to one. 

THE CURATOR

Bart Lootsma, born in Amsterdam in 1957, graduated in architecture from Eindhoven University, where, in 1984, he obtained a master's degree in the History and Theory of Architecture. Since then he has pursued an international career as a historian, critic, exhibition curator, and teacher in the overlapping fields of architecture, contemporary art and design. 

Bart Lootsma has been involved in the writing of many publications including Adriaan Geuze/West 8 Landscape Architects with Inge Breugem in 1995; Wiel Arets, a virological architecture, in collaboration with Jos Bosman in 1995; Media and Architecture in collaboration with Dick Rijken in 1998; The Yearbook of Architecture in the Netherlands in 1999 and 2000. He was a visiting professor at the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam, the University of Applied Arts in Vienna, A42.org in Nürnberg and the Technical University of Innsbruck.

He is also the author of an acclaimed book, SuperDutch in 2000, which presents a critical overview of architecture in the Netherlands today. He also published a monograph on B&K in 2003 and Body + Globe, Collected Essays 1995-2001 in 2004. 

As a member of the ArchiLab scientific committee in 2001 and 2002, Bart Lootsma is widely recognized for his expertise, know-how and very state-of-the-art knowledge of present-day architecture.

Selection 2004

	BAR (Base for Architecture and Research)

Diego Barajas

Michael Bell

Boeri Studio

Nathaniel Belcher/Stephen Slaughter
Chora / Raoul Bunschoten

Wim Cuyvers

Hernan Diaz Alonso

Evan Douglis

Dunne & Raby

EZCT 

Petra Gemeinboeck

Wilfried Hou Je Bek

Knowbotic Research

MUST

MVRDV

Nio Architects

Zbigniew Oksiuta

Philipp Oswalt

Périphériques

Dan Pitera

Bas Princen

raumtaktik

Stalker

Stealth

Boris Sieverts

Studio Teddy Cruz

Roemer Van Toorn

Weichlbauer & Ortis

Eyal Weizman

Nick West  
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THREE DAYS OF MEETINGS *

13-14-15 October 2004 

At the Centre de Conférences, there will be round tables and lectures with the participation of exhibiting architects, architecture critics and, for the first time, representatives from schools of architecture.

ArchiLab 2004 "The Naked City" is more a presentation of issues, themes and programs to be worked on in the near future than a mere presentation of projects. The exhibition is built out of clusters of presentations by architects that revolve around those themes that will be discussed and deepened out in the symposium. Over the last decades, the context in which architecture operates has drastically changed. Globalization, individualization, a radically increased mobility and new technologies in the fields of communication and production produce new tasks and opportunities for architects to work with. In a similar way the first generation of Modernists of the early twentieth century started to investigate the metropolis, architects investigate the contemporary city today and try to come up with new methods and strategies for its organization and design. Each panel will be introduced and moderated by a leading architectural critic or theoretician.
Critics : Bart Lootsma, Nikolaus Kuhnert, Sanford Kwinter, Bruno Latour (to be confirmed), Lars Lerup, Antonino Saggio, Roemer van Toorn.
* programs of meetings available on demand

AROUND THE EVENT 

Andrea Branzi 

Curator : Marie-Ange Brayer

Exhibition. Opening : Thursday14 october, 6.30 p.m., FRAC Centre

Lecture by Andrea Branzi : Friday 15 october, 11.00 a.m., Centre de Conférences 

Associated events

As part of ArchiLab 2004, different partners in the conference will propose an associated programme in the form of exhibitions, events, and meetings: a project involving artists' interventions by the CCC in Tours; "Labodarchi", an architectural competition on the theme of "Garden Shelter" run by the Regional Board of the Order of Architects of the Centre region, 30 and 31 october, place du Martroi; lectures organized by the Friends of the FRAC Centre, the CAUE of the Loiret, the IAV (Institute of Visual Arts) of Orléans; and meetings organized by the Historic Cafés (Appointments with History) in Orléans; SIGOR information desk (Geographical Information System of Orleans) at Site des Subsistances militaires; an exhibition at the Urban Agency of Orléans.

PRACTICAL INFORMATIONS AND CONTACTS

ArchiLab has been introduced, and is produced, by the City of Orléans, in collaboration with the FRAC Centre (Centre Regional Contemporary Art Fund).
Website : www.archilab.org
Partnership : ERCO

With the support of Institut Néerlandais, Dutch Cultural Centre, Paris

Site des Subsistances militaires

88, rue du Colombier

45000 Orléans

T : +33 (0)2 38 53 06 16

F : +33 (0)2 38 77 25 57

@ : contact@archilab.org
Open every day from 11.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. except Monday from 2.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.

Close 25 december

FRAC Centre

www.frac-centre.asso.fr  - @ : centre.frac@wanadoo.fr
12, rue de la Tour Neuve 

45 000 Orléans   

T : +33 (0)2 38 62 52 00  

F : +33 (0)2 38 62 21 80 

Open from Monday to Friday from 11.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday from 11.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Close 25 december
The FRAC Centre enjoys the support of the Centre Regional Council and the Ministry of Culture and Communications (Visual Arts Department (DAP); Centre Regional Cultural Affairs Office (DRAC); Office of Architecture and Heritage (DAPA)(.

Partners for the collections exhibitions in Orléans.

Centre de Conférences 

9, place du 6 juin 1944

45000 Orléans

Publications 

- Both French and English 300 pages publication, published by HYX, will accompany this exhibition. It will include the writings of international critics. In it, 31 teams of architect will have a general text, and a presentation of the projects on view in the form of writings and pictures.

- A programme-diary : this diary, which will be available for the public, will give all the relevant informations about the events at the conference.

- A free exhibition guide.

Public facilities 

- Informations ArchiLab / Site des Subsistances militaires 

Christelle Lecœur / Cathy Larqué / Marie Trouïs : @ : contact@archilab.org
- Informations FRAC Centre, public facilities

Camille de Singly / Rozenn Morizur (educational coordinator) : @ : c.singly@frac-centre.asso.fr / r.morizur@frac-centre.asso.fr

- Contact and hotel bookings 

Orléans Congrès/Marie-Catherine Mercier  : @ : congres@orleansgestion.fr

